FAYETTEVILLE CITY COUNCIL

ANNEXATION PUBLIC HEARING

CROWN THEATER OFF U.S. 301

NOVEMBER 10, 2003

7:00 P.M.

Present:
Mayor Marshall B. Pitts, Jr.

Council Members James K. Keefe (District 1); Mable C. Smith (District 2); Robert A. Massey, Jr. (District 3); Lois A. Kirby (District 5); Mark C. Kendrick (District 6); Curtis Worthy (District 7); Juanita Gonzalez (District 8)

Absent:
Council Members Darrell J. Haire (District 4) and Anne Fogleman (District 9)

Others Present:
Roger L. Stancil, City Manager


Karen M. McDonald, City Attorney


Jason Brady, Public Information Officer


Janet C. Jones, City Clerk


Members of the Press

Mayor Pitts called the meeting to order.  The invocation was offered by the Reverend C. W. Thomas, Haymont Presbyterian Church, followed by Mayor Pitts leading in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

City Manager Roger Stancil began the Annexation Report for Phase 5 by presenting a map and an oral overview of the proposed annexation areas and a review of the North Carolina statutory requirements.

He presented the demographics of the area as follows: (1) 18,037 acres, (2) 28.18 square miles, (3) contiguous (average of all areas 65.54 percent – statute requires 12.5 percent), (4) 15,769 housing units, (5) estimated 10.05 miles of streets transferred from DOT initially, and (6) total population – 43,602.

Mr. Stancil reported the assessed real property value was $1,599,178,024.00, the estimated personal property value was $239,876,704.00, for a total estimated assessed value of $1,839,054,728.00.

Mr. Stancil reviewed in detail the major municipal services which would begin June 30, 2004, to include police protection, fire protection, solid waste services, engineering and maintenance services, street and maintenance services, traffic services, inspection and planning services, street lighting, and recreation and parks.  He advised that within two years of the effective date of the annexation, the City would extend trunk water mains and sewer outfalls to the newly annexed areas.

Mr. Stancil presented his projections for personnel additions and departmental operating budgets as well as the following estimated annual revenues:

Estimated Annual Revenues*

Property Taxes
$ 9,307,699.00

Sales and Use Tax
4,149,200.00**

Powell Bill
937,020.00

Beer and Wine Tax
182,564.00

Utility Franchise Taxes
551,138.00

Cablevision Franchise
433,994.00

Enhanced 911 Fee
183,359.00

Other Revenue
400,622.00

Lost Revenue
(    191,025.00)

TOTAL REVENUE
$15,954,571.00
*
In addition to the revenues above, the City will obtain capital lease financing of $9,929,086.00.

**
Per capita sales tax before county/municipal payments.


Mayor Pitts reviewed the procedure to be used for the public hearing.  He stated due to the number of speakers, each person would be given three minutes to make a presentation and there would be no response made by the Council members.

The public hearing opened at 7:20 p.m. with the following persons appearing and making comments on the annexation of Phase 5.

Ursula Hicks, 5631 Caspian Court

· Taxation without representation.

· Increased foreclosures.

· Inner City and newly annexed areas in poor condition.

· Inability of City to provide services to 43,000 additional citizens.

· Annexation law needs to be changed.

· No new services being offered.

Tim R. Gadbaw, 1221 Christina Street

· Annexation decision has already been made for the dollars to be received.

· No pay raises for City employees, but $750.00 raise for City Council and Mayor.

· Vote for annexation traded for increase in compensation.

· Consultants hired for $100.00 an hour waste of taxpayer dollars.

Larry L. Martens, 6864 Timbercroft Lane

· Exercise in futility because vote has been decided.

· City will not offer me anything I do not already have.

· Currently have law and fire protection.

· State and County maintains roads better than City maintains roads.

· Sixteen-year wait for sewer not reasonable amount of time to receive service.

Dorothy Johnson, 6801 Mansfield Court

· Citizens are on fixed incomes and out of work.

· Fee of $9,000.00 not affordable.

· Rural Housing Service Loans will no longer be available.

· Should have free will to live where I would like to live.

· Undemocratic.

· City has no knowledge of what I can afford to pay.

· Receiving good services now.

· City has no right to make this decision for me.

Oland B. Little, 2009 Merrimac Drive

· Have no representative.

· Taxation without representation.

· Denied right to vote.

· Do not need City services or City taxes.

· Elected officials not taking care of citizens’ concerns.

· Full fee of $10,000.00 for assessments versus $2,800.00 in past annexation violates the equal protection law under the U.S. Constitution.

· Sixteen-year wait for services versus two years for other annexations.

· Paying for two governments rather than one government.

· Monthly cost for families from $75.00 to $100.00 in addition to the assessment.

Thomas Parent, 603 Dandridge Drive

· Represent 16,000 plus voters who will not vote for you if annexation is approved.

· Two separate issues:  (1) annexation and (2) sewer.

· Too much to pay for trash can.

· Previous sewer assessment about $2,700.00 was reasonable.

· Based on grant dollars being made available to lower income families, request City to adopt a resolution that says in the case of annexation no property is to be assessed a fee above $2,000.00.

· Form a group to include citizens to do smart annexation plan.

· Areas that have sewers should be left alone and City should go in other direction where it is needed.

Bernice Lerch, 777 Vagabond Drive

· Robbed and lost everything.

· Home not secured by the Police.

· Cannot afford to pay the City $4,500.00.

· Will try to pay even though a widow with a set income.

Kevin C. Jones, 422 Raynor Drive

· Not here to fight annexation because of being surrounded by the City.

· Proposed assessment unfair.

· Advocate for military owners who cannot be present while defending our country.

· Advocate for sick, elderly, disabled, limited income, and single persons.

· Bought home and saved funds with basis of understanding of pending $3,000.00 sewer assessment when annexed.

· Cannot sell home due to pending assessment of $10,000.00.

· Lien financial burden to military owners who must sell homes.

· Must pay taxes 16 years in our area before sewer will be received.

· Annex in three phases so service can be obtained timely.

Richard Matthews, 6319 Rammock Drive

· Have three septic tanks on Bingham Drive which will cost $75,000.00 to $100,000.00.

· Lien more than value of property.

· Not feasible to annex property.

Barbara Ursich, 2316 Furlong Place

· Must sell four rental properties and invest outside of Cumberland County.

· Sewer only new service provided to citizens.

· Sixteen years too long to wait to receive service when taxes must be paid every year.

· Foreclosures will increase in Fayetteville.

Patricia Turner, 4448 Oakmont Circle

· Cannot afford sewer hookup and increased taxes.

· Need to put whole neighborhood in the City.

· Why leave vacant land out.

· No problems with crime, fire, and law protection or garbage pickup.

Donald James Oakes, Sr., 2244 Riverdell Drive

· Retired soldier working in this community.

· Taxes incorrectly stated in annexation literature.

· Burden to senior citizens.

· Need to call in the $4.5 million loan to the Airborne Museum to help the elderly.

Ronnie L. Peele, 230 Bayfield Loop

· County Commissioners are at fault.

· Sheriff does not respond.

· Septic tanks are failing.

· Need to look at the need.

· Commissioners bad guys and Council good guys.

· More people need to vote.

Felix Simmons, 6721 Pin Oak

· Neutral to annexation.

· Maintenance of streets and roads will be a big problem due to number of potholes.

· Slow annexation down and take care of all areas with good services.

· Need to hold developers to strong standards.

· City Council members the citizens’ stewards.

· Council must take care of quality of life issues.

· Do not annex if the services cannot be provided.

Gene Pegram, 1713 Gillespie Street

· Opposed to annexation.

· Own business property on Gillespie Street.

· Per PWC representative, assessment will be $80.00 per linear foot for a total cost of $35,899.20 plus hookup fees and other plumbing fees.

· City should subsidize these charges.

· City Council should support businesses and not hurt businesses.

Bobbie C. Swink, 1400 South Reilly Road

· Opposed to annexation.

· State’s authority to annex unclear as to orderly growth.

· Current plan unsupervised chaos.

· Major opposition to plan by citizens requires the plan to be brought back to the table.

· Adverse effects for everyone.

· Need bottom line cost figure per household published.

· Lien of $10,000.00 detrimental to military families.

Thomas M. Franeberger, 6907 South Staff Road

· House broken into three times while a citizen of the City of Fayetteville.

· No break-ins at Gates Four in 15 years.

· Been deployed numerous times to teach people how to get out of tyranny.

· Unpopularity of annexation has not affected the Council.

· Problem with lack of equal opportunity.

· Drop in lifestyle.

· Drop in market value of property.

David W. Tate, 5974 Lake Trail Drive

· Against annexation.

· Decision was made without my input.

· Already have good law enforcement.

· One man fire station is untrue - still protecting people.

· Current fire department provides fire protection, and medical coverage.

· Have sufficient trash collection, do not need a trashcan.

Richard West, 456 Carula Lane

· Do not want to live in Fayetteville.

· Services will be worse.

· Shakedown of the County by the City.

· Go into City on June 30, 2004.

· Told taxes will not start until July 1, 2004.

· Taxation without representation is wrong.

· Council members do not listen or respond to citizens.

Charles Ragan, 2586 Adkins Hill Drive

· Understand annexation laws of North Carolina.

· Major economic shock to community due to job loses, insurance benefits cuts, wage reduction, medical prescription costs, extended military deployments.

· City Manager has failed to prevent tax increase through use of the excess general fund.

· Waste of tax dollars to hire consultants at a cost of $100.00 per hour and to print brochures.

· Trust in City Manager is gone.

· City Manager refused to tell the truth about annexation.

· Need new zoning plans.

· Publish neighborhood by neighborhood the smart growth plan so effects can be determined.

· No recycling ordinance.

· No forestry management ordinance.

· No clear cutting ordinance.

· City needs to clean its own house.

· Why have the citizens not been informed about Senate Bill 914 which imposes more impact fees, development fees, taxes and governmental power.

· Taxation is only plan of the City.

Robert Holton, 5808 Valhalla Court

· Do not appreciate something being pushed down my throat.

· Not governing, but rather dictating.

· City does not have to annex.

· Voters are speaking out.

· Have no vote.

· 43,000 more votes will be cast in two years.

· Think about your career.

· Go back to Planning Board and annex what can be afforded.

· City can keep crime, prostitutes, and drug dealers.

· No sidewalks mentioned.

· No parks mentioned.

· Nothing for the elderly.

· Only get promises.

Rita Rollins, 6850 Buttermere

· Against annexation.

· Cannot afford to be in City.

· Barely get by each month now.

· Cost at least $100.00 a month.

· All boils down to money.

· Think about impact on citizens.

· Cannot afford City services.

George Butterfly, 1623 Gillespie Street

· Annexation not morally right or principally sound.

· Current City services under funded and poorly performed.

· Will be erosion of tax base.

· Will be taxed and assessed for services that are not wanted.

· Everyone in County should decide the question of annexation.

· Use partisan participation.

· Take high ground.

· Do what is right for all of the people.

· Put this issue on a ballot, see result and go from there.

Patrick J. Carney, 2096 Lakeridge Drive

· Petition in opposition presented to the Council.

· American Flag represents freedom and liberty.

· Military personnel lives are stressed by combat, increased taxes, and more bills resulting from annexation.

· Taxation without representation.

· Annexation gives cause to Boston Tea Party.

· No septic or water problems.

· Wanted to live in County not City.

· Storm debris lying on curbs in City.

· Newly annexed residents disappointed with City services.

· Foreclosure rates highest in North Carolina as reported by The Fayetteville Observer.

· No big bang annexation.

· Annex in orderly manner.

· Phase in approach is smart economic sense.

· Vote against annexation.

Joy L. Brown, Blue Spring Woods Area

· Concerned about how people on fixed incomes will afford the sewer fee.

· Liens levied on homes that have been paid for and have no mortgage.

· Possibility of loosing home for elderly.

· Need to consider the people who cannot afford the fee.

· Consider consequences for your actions when you vote.

James C. Pickett, 103 South Ingleside Drive

· Cost of running 1,000 feet of sewage line is $200,000.00.

· Do not understand.

· Accepted I would one day be annexed.

· Cost of $10,000.00 too much.

· Do not want to be in City.

· Sewage okay.

· Cost too high.

· Sewage is part of City taxes because PWC would not have leg to stand on without the City.

Louis Horton, 119 Horton Circle

· Owner of Don’s Trash Service.

· City will put small private trash haulers out of business.

· City will create a monopoly.

· Been in business for over 20 years.

· Give people a choice of who to do business with.

· City gives no choice.

· City dictates who, where, and how your trash will be picked up.

Ralph Richardson, Stone Hinge Court

· As Christian I respect civil authority even if I do not agree with it.

· Not one smart growth statement applies to Gates Four.

· None of the State’s three principles of annexation apply to the Gates Four community.

· Would not be a vacant seat in the auditorium if not for military deployment and people believing this is a done deal.

· Not a done deal because there is still time to change the boundaries of annexation.

· Would like for the Council to admit the primary motive for annexation is not service, but rather it is money.

· Most people moved into the County for a lesser tax burden.

· City Council wise enough to reconsider this and to change their vote.

· City should have conferred with the citizens of Cumberland County before considering annexation.

Rick Van Wy, 1413 Paisley Avenue

· City offering urban services which already exist.

· Have services already.

· All about money.

· Consideration should be given to the $400,000.00 loss to the Cumberland County School System as a result of annexation.

· Change name of Fayetteville to Little California because the taxes would be equal.

Edward Clark, 5800 McDougal Drive

· City’s money would be better spent on cleaning up existing City neighborhoods.

· State law allows but does not mandate annexation.

· Annexation should be reserved for upgrading of the rural area – already have quality of life.

· City needs to learn to manage their money better.

· City areas not maintained.

· Newly annexed areas not up to established standards of service within the two-year time limit.

Ellis Ehle, Jr., P.O. Box 48121

· Number one choice of the most important thing to consider when looking for a place to live is low crime.

· Government’s first and foremost responsibility should be reducing crime.

· Mayor Pitts states Fayetteville needs to be like Raleigh or Charlotte.

· Median household income in the U.S is $69,500.00, $43,700.00 in Fayetteville, and $71,300.00 in Raleigh.

· Fayetteville property and personal tax rates are three times the national average.  Raleigh property and personal crime rate equals the national average.

· Fayetteville and Cumberland County property taxes are nearly double the amount of Raleigh and Wake County.

· Fayetteville and Cumberland County has one of the highest tax rates in the State of North Carolina and the City Council needs to learn the meaning of no.

Harris S. Luther, III, 7538 Beverly Drive

· City Council is telling me what is best for me.

· Take care of myself after 20 years in the military.

· Dissatisfied with the City Council.

· Not opposed to annexation, but am opposed to annexation without a vote.

· Not eminent domain when I am paying the City for the taking of my property.

· Disgrace to the United States, the Constitution, and what the military stands for.

Christine Pavel, 2101 Birchcreft Drive

· Fayetteville does not have money to pay for the services that were promised to the areas that were annexed years ago.

· Why did the City hire a consultant at $100.00 an hour.

· Has been unemployed for 1 1/2 years.

· Unable to find a job in town after constantly looking.

· Listen to the majority of citizens saying they cannot afford the sewer costs and do not need City services.

· City wants young people to plant their roots in Fayetteville, but when they see how their parents are treated, they go the other way.

· City needs to offer taxpayers a referendum on the issue and let them decide if they want to be annexed.

· Taxation without representation.

Terry Lillich, 7717 Dorthwick Drive

· City Council does not care that folks will leave the County and City to get away from annexation.

· Lot of taxation on businesses.

· City will not bend due to politics.

· Will understand sheer force of voter.

· City Council and City Manager will be eliminated by votes.

· City bypassed section of the law regarding prerequisites of annexation.

· City in default of North Carolina General Statutes.

· Suggest proposed annexation area sue the City.

F. W. Healy, 6263 Lake Trail Drive

· Did not move down from the North to bail out Fayetteville.

Jim Harrrelson, 2004 Pinewood Terrace

· Been exposed to one of the railroad acts passed in the early 1800s and 1900s.

· City Council’s credibility is in question.

· The vote of 9 to 1 in favor of annexation was very impromptu.

· Discussion of annexation by Council was kept secret.

· Opposed to annexation because of timing and the vote for the annexation came before the newly elected City Council members could be seated.

· City Council is playing with stacked deck.

· City Council will find out in two years how many people are against annexation.

· Would like to see at large candidates on the City Council.

· Citizens need more say.

Rodney Shuler, 3257 Alforodo Street

· Glad to see Council present for a change.

· Attended informational meetings but did not see but two or three Council members.

· This large area is being annexed because there is a possibility that the annexation law will be changed to where you have to ask communities if they want to be annexed.

· City needs to annex those areas that are in worst shape and take care of them first.

· Council is not looking at the big picture.

Cecil S. Down, 6838 South Staff Road

· Did not have chance to vote in election of City Council members.

· Annexation has been pushed on each and every citizen.

· Everyone has stood up and protested what the City is doing.

· If Council believes in the American way, they will not pass this foolish thing.

Larry Reaves, 3004 Brookcrossing Drive

· If Council had anything to offer, people would be beating down their door trying to get annexed but they do not have that.

· Annexation may be legally right, but it is not the right thing to do.

· Bigger is not better in all cases.

Gary Murray, 6713 Pacific Avenue

· Totally against annexation.

· Believes it is obviously clear to the Council that this annexation is unfair to the 43,000 residents that are proposed to be annexed.

· Council had opportunity on November 24, 2003, to show the people that they do care about what they say.

· To 43,000 residents, make your voices heard in 2005 and fire everyone on this Council that is for annexation.

Ronald Adams, 5704 Vintais Court

· Has seen a lot of good changes in Fayetteville since 1959.

· Socialism does not work and that is what Council is trying to impose upon the citizens.

· Have a chance to talk for 3 minutes but no chance to get answers to any questions.

· Council should give a rebuttal.

· Council should not be afraid of the public they serve.

· Unable to park in a handicapped parking space in front of the building because it was blocked off.

Judith Wish, 6858 South Staff Road

· Questioned the rationale for annexation.

· Questioned why we have no say in this annexation.

· Do not believe the urban areas are densely populated.

· Annexation is wrong.

· Newly installed sewer system costs $7,500.00.

· Council’s promises need to be in writing.

· Staff should not make decisions for the people.

· Council should exercise their right as elected officials.

Peter Wish, 6858 South Staff Road

· Have problem with the statutory requirements dealing with density population.

· City’s density figure is 3.18 per acre.

· Outside of the City, the density figure is 3.47 per acre.

· Maps show acreage but not population.

· Will go out on limb and say the City’s population density figures are incorrect.

· Lawyers will be looking at this issue.

· Do not really believe this is a done deal because Council will vote on November 24, 2003.

Rich Fleener, 7708 Dundennon Drive

· Has everything he needs.

· City does not have enough money to spend, needs to get it from us.

· Some places with problems may need to be annexed.

· Do not need or use parks.

· Main reason for annexation is City wants citizens’ money to build monuments and trophies for themselves.

· Considered greed.

Jim McKnight, 1560 Grassy Branch Drive

· Most ridiculous thing in my lifetime.

· Council and staff have not said anything at meeting and tonight’s forum.

· City has not given answers to questions.

· Not an urban area.

· Proposed annexation area has largest contingent of military people in Cumberland County.

· Do not want to make military decision makers angry.

· City biting off more than it can chew.

· County has all the services the City offers.

· Will not vote for current Council members.

· Juanita Gonzalez will be the only Council member left.

Mary Catherine Allen, 6790 Longparrish Court

· Active military husband unable to attend because he is serving his country.

· Major criteria of safety, schools, and sanitation determined the purchase of their home.

· Feels safe in Cumberland County as opposed to friends in the City.

· Subdivision already has City sewer.

· Already have better trash service.

· Not opposed to annexation or restoration of Fayetteville or those who want to better the community but strongly opposed to the amount of the annexation of a community of 43,000 people.

· Plan is too aggressive.

· Needs to be smart annexation.

· Many military and fixed income people in area.

· Rethink and change current plan and do in a phased approach.

George Scott, 1795 Hampton Oaks Drive

· Soldiers in Iraq now fighting for the right to vote and have a voice.

· City telling citizens they do not have the right to vote.

· Is not right.

· What does American in “All American City” mean.

· Americans vote on the right to vote.

· City Council in violation of American foundations and principles.

· City not meeting state statutory requirements.

· Lawsuits against this.

· City imposing something on people that they do not want and did not ask for.

· Like a Boston Tea Party when citizens fought against Parliament to get away from this type governing laws and tactics.

· Single person not charged less.

· People on fixed income.

· People will lose their homes.

Rick Richardson, Northwood Estates

· Spent 30 years in the military.

· Did not fight for Socialistic government.

· People run the government.

· To run the government need to boycott their services, the lawyers, and the Trophy House services.

· Do not use the services of those people sitting up there.

· This will get their attention.

· Only way to wake up these folks is to hit their pockets like they are hitting our pockets.

· Will be class action lawsuit win or lose.

Mayor Pitts closed the public hearing at 9:39 p.m.

MOTION:
Council Member Massey moved to adjourn the meeting.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (10-0)

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________

______________________________

JANET C. JONES




MARSHALL B. PITTS, JR.

City Clerk





Mayor
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