FAYETTEVILLE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER

JUNE 9, 2003

7:00 P.M.

Present:
Mayor Marshall B. Pitts, Jr.

Council Members James K. Keefe (District 1); Mable C. Smith (District 2); Robert A. Massey, Jr. (District 3) (arrived at 7:35 p.m.); Darrell J. Haire (District 4); Lois A. Kirby (District 5); Mark C. Kendrick (District 6); Curtis Worthy (District 7); Juanita Gonzalez (District 8); Anne Fogleman (District 9)

Others Present:
Roger L. Stancil, City Manager

Karen M. McDonald, City Attorney

Jimmy Teal, Chief Planning Officer

Victor Sharpe, Interim Community Development Director

Steven K. Blanchard, PWC General Manager

Jason Brady, Public Information Officer

Janet C. Jones, City Clerk

Members of the Press

INVOCATION - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The invocation was offered by Miss Kelly Day, Young Miss Fayetteville Dogwood Festival 2003, followed by Mayor Pitts leading in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1.
Special Events


City Manager Roger Stancil reviewed the special events.


Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick thanked the citizens for their hard work on the Ashton Forest Park cleanup project.


Mayor Pitts introduced Mr. J. C. Watts & Co.  Mr. Watts who had served eight years as a U.S. Congressman and four years in state government was in Fayetteville to share information about economic development.


Mayor Pitts introduced Boy Scout Troop 6, Saint Andrews United Methodist Church.  The troop was working on their community and citizenship merit badges.

1.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA


City Manager Roger Stancil requested to add Item 2.H., approval of grant for homeland security, to the consent agenda.

MOTION:
Council Member Fogleman moved to approve the agenda as amended.

SECOND:
Council Member Smith

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

2.
CONSENT:


Council Member Keefe requested to pull Item 2.E. and Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick requested to pull Item 2.F.1.

MOTION:
Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick moved to approve the consent agenda with the exception of Items 2.E. and 2.F.1.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)


The following items were approved:

A.
Approve minutes:

1.
Regular meeting of May 27, 2003.

2.
Special Joint Meeting with PWC of June 2, 2003.

B.
Adopt resolution in support of American Passenger Rail system.

A FAYETTEVILLE CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION REGARDING THE AMERICAN PASSENGER RAIL AGREEMENT.  RESOLUTION NO. R2003-052.

C.
Approve Annexation Agreement with Broadwell Land Company, Inc.

D.
Adopt ordinance amending Section 30-263, Administration and Enforcement, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fayetteville to increase amount charged for a civil penalty for violation of the sign ordinance (City Council action on May 27, 2003.)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE AMENDING SECTION 30-263, ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE.  ORDINANCE NO. S2003-009.

E.
Pulled for discussion by Council Member Keefe.

F.
Approve the following financial matters:

1.
Pulled for discussion by Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick.

2.
PWC FY 2003 Budget Amendment #3.

3.
Local Government Resolution for the Governor's Highway Safety Program DWI Checkpoint Equipment grant.
NORTH CAROLINA GOVERNOR’S HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION.  RESOLUTION NO. R2003-053.

4.
Capital Project Ordinance 2003-5 (FY 2003 Transit Capital Grant).
The Federal Transit Administration approved the FY 2003 Transit Capital grant in the amount of $1,239,430.00 for the City of Fayetteville to purchase bus shelters, signage, and three replacement buses.  Funding for the buses ($1,109,430.00) consisted of federal funds (83%), state funds (8%), and local funds (9%).  Funding for the bus shelters ($90,000.00) and signage ($40,000.00) consisted of federal funds (80%) and local funds (20%).

5.
Special Revenue Fund Project Ordinance 2003-6 (FY 2003 Transit Planning Grant).
The Federal Transit Administration approved the FY 2003 Transit Planning grant in the amount of $153,250.00 for the City of Fayetteville to fund metropolitan planning activities.  Funding for the state-eligible projects consisted of federal funds (80%), state funds (10%), and local funds (10%).

6.
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2003-9 (Fayetteville Urban Signal System).

This $150,000.00 amendment was the annual appropriation for the signal system project.  This project was anticipated to be completed within a five-year period.  The total project was estimated to cost $14,126,360.00 with the City’s share totaling $1,681,069.00.  The source of funding for this amendment was a General Fund transfer.

7.
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2003-10 (Bond Administration, Street Construction, Sidewalks and Drainage Improvements).

This amendment was for the appropriation of $5,284.00 of investment income to be used for bond projects.

8.
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2003-11 (Street Construction).

This amendment was for the appropriation of $6,393.00 of investment income to be used for bond projects.

9.
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2003-12 (Phase 3A Annexation and future phases of Annexation).

This amendment was for the appropriation of $990.00 of investment income to be used for bond projects.

10.
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2003-13 (Phase 3B Annexation and future phases of Annexation).

This amendment was for the appropriation of $9,074.00 of investment income to be used for bond projects.

11.
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2003-14 (Street Construction).

This amendment was for the appropriation of $31,526.00 of investment income to be used for bond projects.

12.
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2003-15 (Phase 4A Annexation and future phases of Annexation).

This amendment was for the appropriation of $15,210.00 of investment income and to reflect a bond premium of $19,256.00

13.
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2003-16 (USO/Festival Park).

This amendment was for the appropriation of additional funding for the demolition and rehabilitation of the USO site and the design of Festival Park.

14.
Capital Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-9 (T-Hangar Project).
This project was for the construction of aircraft t-hangars at the airport.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

15.
Capital Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-10 (Transit AVL Grant).

This project was established to purchase computer equipment and software associated with the Automatic Vehicle Location project.  All revenues and expenditures for this project have been audited and the project is ready for closure.

16.
Capital Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-11 (Downtown Revitalization Project).
This ordinance was established for the PWC Downtown Revitalization Project.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

17.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-1 (Mobile Data Computer Project).

This special revenue ordinance was for the Mobile Data Computer Project Grant awarded by the N.C. Department of Crime Control and Public Safety to equip the Police Department with 30 mobile data computers.  This ordinance would close the grant.

18.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-2 (1999 Local Law Enforcement Block Grant).

The 1999 Local Law Enforcement Block Grant was awarded to the Police Department by the U.S. Department of Justice to purchase four surveillance cameras, two prisoner transport vans, and 35 mobile data computers.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

19.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-3 (Strict and Fair Enforcement Program 2000).

This ordinance was for the Strict and Fair Enforcement Program (S.A.F.E.) for the nine months ended September 30, 2000, administered by the North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program to increase enforcement efforts, conduct traffic safety education, and to improve management of the highway system.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

20.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-4 (Strict and Fair Enforcement Program 2001).

This ordinance was for the Strict and Fair Enforcement Program (S.A.F.E.) for the 12 months ended September 30, 2001, administered by the North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program to increase efficiency of accident reconstruction, and increase efficiency of citation issuance.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

21.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Partial Closeout 2003-5 (Community Development Block Grant Program Delivery).

This project was for the program year 25 of the Community Development Block Grant.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

22.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Partial Closeout 2003-6 (Police Horse Barn).

This project was for the Police Horse Barn project completed in 1997 and funded by Federal Forfeiture and NC Controlled Substance monies.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

23.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Partial Closeout 2003-7 (Multipurpose Police Classroom).
This project was for the Multipurpose Police Classroom project completed in 1999 and funded by Federal Forfeiture monies and an interfund transfer.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

24.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-8 (FY 2000 Transit Planning Grant).

This project was to fund transit-planning activities for fiscal year 2000.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

25.
Special Revenue Project Ordinance Closeout 2003-9 (FY 2001 Transit Planning Grant).
This project was established to fund transit-planning activities for fiscal year 2001.  All revenues and expenditures for this project had been audited and the project was ready for closure.

26.
Final Amended Budget Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2003.
G.
Approve rezoning matters:

1.
P03-19F.  Rezoning from C1P Shopping Center District to C1 Local Business District or to a more restrictive zoning classification for property located at 818-822 Hope Mills Road.  Containing .70 acres more or less and being the property of R. Wayne Johnson, as evidenced by deed recorded in Deed Book 5259, page 0197, and Deed Book 2164, page 0409, Cumberland County Registry.
H.
Approval of grant for homeland security.
LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL RESOLUTION.  RESOLUTION NO. R2003-054.

E.
Authorize Mayor to forward letter of support for HUD Section 811 Application for affordable housing for lower-income residents in Fayetteville.


Council Member Keefe pulled this item for discussion.  He stated it was his desire not to concentrate HUD projects in one area and he inquired if any research had been done on this project by the City.


City Manager Roger Stancil stated that no research had been done but it was his understanding 14 existing units at the Briarcliff Condominiums were going to be acquired and renovated for handicap accessibility with the rent being based on HUD’s low- to moderate-income standards.  Mr. Stancil stated the City had not notified the neighborhood to his knowledge.

MOTION:
Council Member Keefe moved to pull this item until more information could be gotten from Community Development.

SECOND:
Council Member Gonzalez


Council Member Fogleman stated she did not understand what Council Member Keefe was saying but to her it came across as discriminatory and handicapped housing was definitely needed in the City.


Council Members Worthy and Smith expressed their support for the approval of the letter.

VOTE:
FAILED by a vote of 1 in favor (Council Member Keefe) to 8 in opposition

MOTION:
Council Member Worthy moved to approve the request and the item.

SECOND:
Council Member Fogleman

VOTE:
PASSED by a vote of 8 in favor to 1 in opposition (Council Member Keefe)

F.1.
Contract for purchase of Cab and Chassis to Southern Truck Service, Inc. (Waive competitive bidding under G.S. § 143-129(g) and piggyback on City of Charlotte bid) for a total contract price of $175,740.00 for two cabs and chassis.


Bids were received as follows:

Southern Truck Service, Inc., of Charlotte
$92,049.00

Tarheel Ford Sterling Truck Center of Charlotte
$95,768.00

Volvo and GMC Truck Center of Charlotte
$99,077.00


Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick pulled this item for discussion.  He thanked the staff for their efforts in piggybacking with the City of Charlotte and reducing the price paid by the City.

MOTION:
Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick moved to approve Item 2.F.1.

SECOND:
Council Member Smith

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

3.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A.
P03-24F. Consider the reauthorization of the Downtown Municipal Service District for a five-year period beginning July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2008.

Mr. Jimmy Teal, Chief Planning Officer, presented this item.  He reviewed the history of the Downtown Municipal Tax Service District which had been effective since 1978 and was set to expire June 30, 2003.  Mr. Teal explained if there was no district designated, the downtown parking would have to come from the General Fund.

Mr. Stancil informed the Council that the only action they needed to take was to reauthorize the district and they would not be setting the tax rate because it would be done when the budget was approved.

This is the advertised public hearing set for this date and time.  The public hearing opened at 7:27 p.m.


Dr. Hank Parfitt, 112 Great Oaks, Fayetteville, NC, and Mr. Joseph W. Baggett, 365 Valley Road, Fayetteville, NC, appeared in favor of the downtown tax.


Council Member Massey arrived at the meeting at 7:35 p.m.

Mr. Bruce Arnold, 313 Glenola Street, Fayetteville, NC, appeared in favor of the tax with the recommendation that the funds be administered by a subcommittee from the Downtown Alliance with requirements that the members be a resident or owner who conducted business on a daily basis in the district.

Mr. Arnold stated it was his understanding that McLaurin Parking was serving the McNeill Circle/Hull Road area at Fayetteville Technical Community College, and he did not think this should come out of the downtown district taxes.

Mr. John Malzone, 3305 Hutton Place, Fayetteville, NC, expressed his support for the tax.  He urged the Council to include the Downtown Alliance in decisions regarding the funding, but Mr. Malzone stated he thought the best thing that had been done was when the funds had been allocated for capital funding only.

Dr. Menno Pennink, 468 Willow Bend Lane, Fayetteville, NC, appeared in opposition to the tax district because he felt that all citizens needed to support the downtown.  Dr. Pennink stated the downtown owners should have a say in how the funds would be spent.


There being no one further to speak, the public hearing closed at 7:47 p.m.

A RESOLUTION OF THE FAYETTEVILLE CITY COUNCIL CREATING A MUNICIPAL SERVICE DISTRICT PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 160A, ARTICLE 23, OF THE NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES.  RESOLUTION NO. R2003‑055.

MOTION:
Council Member Fogleman moved to reauthorize the Downtown Municipal Tax Service District for a five-year period.

SECOND:
Council Member Smith

AMENDMENT TO MOTION:


Council Member Keefe moved that all members of the Downtown Alliance come to the Development Committee and bring suggestions for use of the funds.


Mayor Pitts requested to abstain from voting because he was a downtown property owner.

Council Member Keefe stated he would also have to abstain on the same grounds as the Mayor.

MOTION:
Council Member Massey moved to excuse Council Members Keefe and Pitts from voting and discussion.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (8-0)


Council Member Keefe withdrew his amendment to the motion.


Council Member Fogleman stated she did not want it to be a part of the motion to take this to the Development Committee.  She noted that the Downtown Alliance could come to the Development Committee with suggestions as to the how the money should be spent but it was not a part of her motion.

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (8-0)


Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick requested information on whether downtown money was being spent on the McNeill Circle/Hull Road area.

B.
Consider Fiscal Year 2003-04 Annual Budget.


City Manager Roger Stancil presented this item.  He stated because he had already made two presentations regarding the proposed budget, he was not planning to make one tonight.  He advised the Council that the budget ordinance was attached if they decided to adopt it tonight.


Mayor Pitts requested that all public speakers give suggestions on the budget to the Council for consideration.

This is the advertised public hearing set for this date and time.  The public hearing opened at 7:55 p.m.


Mr. Andreas Ringl, 1800 Catawba Street, Fayetteville, NC, requested the Council reconsider the increased fee of $99.00 for backdoor pickup and the elimination of leaf pickup from the curb because it would be a hardship on the elderly.

Mr. Ringl suggested the City upgrade the lubricant used on City vehicles.

Mr. Jose I. Cardona, 7018 Kittridge Drive, Fayetteville, NC, reviewed a list of tax-exempt properties and requested that taxes not be raised.

Mr. Timothy Eastridge, 111 South 5th Street, Spring Lake, NC, stated the citizens would benefit from doing away with pork-barrel funding and with the budget being reviewed on a line-item basis.

Mr. Bruce Arnold, 313 Glenola Street, Fayetteville, NC, expressed his sympathy to the City for having gotten the short end of the stick in revenues.  He stated he felt it was unfair of the County to set their public hearing the same night as the Council because it kept citizens from speaking.  Mr. Arnold expressed his support to the Council.

Mr. L. A. Barner, 337 Rhew Street, Fayetteville, NC, stated due to re-evaluation his taxes had increased 10 percent with the tax rate remaining the same and that was true of all residential property owners.  He stated that he had no problem with cutting leaf service but he felt management’s salary should be cut 5 to 10 percent and the tax rate should be reduced to 45.5 cents to offset the 10 percent increase.

Mr. Edward Hughes, 2624 Sandcastle Road, Fayetteville, NC, stated that years back the City had agreed to pick up trash and in return the citizens had agreed not to burn trash.  Mr. Hughes stated if the City was going to renege on that contract, then he was going to burn his trash.  He suggested management be cut and top management position salaries be reduced by 10 percent.


There being no one further to speak, the public hearing closed at 8:14 p.m.


Council Member Gonzalez asked Mr. Stancil to clarify the backdoor pickup proposal.


Mr. Stancil stated his recommendation was to eliminate the service for anyone who did not meet the elderly or handicap standards via a doctor’s certificate and to charge $99.00 annually unless a person met the low-income standards of HUD.


Council Member Smith stated she did not want to take anything away from the senior citizens.


Council Member Worthy stated he felt there should be a age stipulation on adult services because he did not want to impose fees on senior citizens.

MOTION:
Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick moved to hold a special budget meeting on Thursday, June 19, at 6:00 p.m.

SECOND:
Council Member Kirby

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (10-0)


Council Member Gonzalez requested the City Manager provide figures on a lower tax rate of 51 cents.


Mr. Stancil requested that all Council requests and suggestions be submitted to him by the end of the week so he would be able to get an information packet ready for the special budget meeting.

C.
P03-13F.  Consider the rezoning from R10 Residential District to R6 Residential District or to a more restrictive zoning classification for property located at 2203 Morganton Road.  Containing 1.83 acres more or less and being the property of Miller Richardson Investments, LLC, as evidenced by deed recorded in Deed Book 4781, page 0005, Cumberland County Registry.

Mr. Jimmy Teal, Chief Planning Officer, presented this item.  He reviewed the current zoning, the current land use, and the 2010 Land Use Plan.  Mr. Teal advised that the Zoning Commission and the Planning staff recommended approval of the R6 Residential district.

This is the advertised public hearing set for this date and time.  The public hearing opened at 8:25 p.m.


Mr. Stacy Weaver, Attorney, appeared on behalf of the petitioner.  He stated the petitioner was planning to build 11 apartments which would be handicap accessible.  Mr. Weaver stated from a planning and development standpoint, the R6 zone district was a logical extension of the current zoning.  He presented letters from the neighborhoods which reflected their approval of the project and assured the Council that an engineering company would be hired to address the storm water drainage issues.


There being no one further to speak, the public hearing closed at 8:30 p.m.


Council Member Kirby informed the Council she had personally called around the neighborhood and there had been no opposition.

MOTION:
Council Member Haire moved to follow the Zoning Commission’s recommendation.

SECOND:
Council Member Keefe


Council Member Gonzalez expressed her opposition to the rezoning.  She stated she opposed this because there was a probability a road would be placed in the back part of the property which would go into a residential area, that the front exit on Morganton Road would be dangerous, and there was a water issue.  Council Member Gonzalez stated she felt it was wrong for the Council to continue to approve the cramming of more buildings into smaller acres.


Mayor Pitts pointed out that too often inappropriate discussion was held regarding what a zoning petitioner was going to do with his property, and the only thing the Council should look at was the uses in the proposed zoning district.

VOTE:
PASSED by a vote of 9 in favor to 1 in opposition (Council Member Gonzalez)

D.
P03-18F.  Consider an application by Fayetteville Metropolitan Housing Authority for a Special Use Permit as provided for by the City of Fayetteville Code of Ordinances, Article IV, Section 30‑108(2), to allow automobile off-street parking in an R5 Residential District for a portion of the property located at 1000 Ramsey Street.  Containing .15 acres more or less and being the property of the Fayetteville Metropolitan Housing Authority as evidenced by deed recorded in Deed Book 5212, page 0576, Cumberland County Registry.

Mr. Jimmy Teal, Chief Planning Officer, presented this item.  Mr. Teal reviewed the current zoning, the current land use, and the 2010 Land Use Plan.  He stated the Metropolitan Housing Authority was requesting a Special Use Permit for off-street parking.  Mr. Teal stated the Zoning Commission recommended approval of the Special Use Permit, but the staff could not make any recommendations because decisions had to be based on testimony during the public hearing.


Mr. Teal advised the Council they could require a 6-foot solid fence or landscaping to shield the parking lot from the adjoining residential property and place any other conditions they deemed necessary.

This is the advertised public hearing set for this date and time.  The public hearing opened at 8:46 p.m.


After being sworn in, Mr. James Cooper, Attorney, appeared on behalf of the petitioner.  He informed the Council there would be no pedestrian traffic and a new administrative office was going to be built with access from Mary Street.  Mr. Cooper stated parking spaces were needed and he felt this would be an economic plus for the City.


Council Member Kirby inquired if there was a plan to keep the fence.  Mr. Cooper replied in the affirmative.


There being no one further to speak, the public hearing closed at 8:50 p.m.

MOTION:
Council Member Worthy moved to accept the Special Use Permit with the conditions that there be no ingress or egress on Ramsey Street and that a 6-foot solid fence be erected as a buffer for the residential neighborhood.

SECOND:
Council Member Fogleman

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (10-0)

4.
Monthly Commissioner Report from Public Works Commission.


Mr. Steve Blanchard, PWC General Manager, presented this item and made the following report:

1.
A lighting plan for downtown had been finalized and the City staff was working on a coordinated sidewalk design.  Street lighting design for the upcoming annexation thoroughfares was complete.  Installation of lights along Bingham Drive was complete.  Other thoroughfares were waiting for DOT encroachment approval or road construction completion.

2.
Commission staff was continuing to work with the City staff on a revenue bond issue to support annexation efforts.  Both staffs were working together to develop an alternative cost-sharing agreement for Phase IV-B Annexation.  Another refunding opportunity for existing bonds to reduce interest costs was under development.

3.
Cost of service review of electrical rates would be completed in the third quarter of 2003.  Changes would be developed and implemented prior to January 1,2004.

4.
Commission staff and City staff had met with Fort Bragg personnel to discuss providing potable water to Fort Bragg as a commodity.  PWC staff was working on a proposal as requested by Fort Bragg personnel.  A follow-up meeting had taken place and a joint project with the City, PWC and Fort Bragg was being developed.

5.
PWC was evaluating appropriate options for existing generation facilities that had reached their life expectancy and required costly maintenance and repair.

6.
PWC staff was working with City staff on evaluating the “future city” concept and the cost for utility installations.

7.
The PWC staff had completed its FY 2004 Budget.  The PWC Manager and City Manager were attempting to schedule a Joint City/Commission meeting for June 2,2003.

8.
The Commission had completed its strategic planning process for this year and the final plan had been approved.  Copies of the plan had been forwarded to the City Manager for distribution to the Mayor and City Council.

9.
The Commission staff was continuing its initial implementation phase of a company-wide work management system (Logica).  It was expected to take 12 months to complete and would help reduce operating costs as part of a continuous process improvement program.
5.
Consider request to address City Council from Jim Smith regarding Northgate Village Apartments.

Mr. Jim M. Smith, 222 Eunice Street, Fayetteville, NC, presented this item.  Mr. Smith stated he had a petition with 60 signatures in opposition to the Northgate Village Apartment project.  He stated incorrect information had been given to the Council at their last meeting and he wanted to correct the situation.

Mr. Smith informed the Council there had been two public hearings with three people in favor and there were concerns about the decrease in property values, traffic, safety, drugs, the proximity of Longview Greens and buffering.

Mr. Smith stated he did not understand why there were restrictions on group homes but nothing to limit HUD projects.  He inquired of the Council how to correct the current situation because no letter of support should be issued by the City.

Council Member Keefe inquired if there was any recourse.  City Attorney Karen McDonald stated that an item could be reconsidered with a three-fourths vote (8 votes) of the Council.

MOTION:
Council Member Keefe moved to request a public hearing to hear from the citizens at the next meeting.

SECOND:
Council Member Gonzalez


Ms. McDonald informed the Council that the letter of support had been mailed to HUD.

A discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of holding a public hearing.

Mr. Victor Sharpe, Interim Community Development Director, stated that if the letter was rescinded, the City would be shooting itself in the foot, and he felt the City should be doing this and his job was to help provide affordable housing in the community.  Mr. Sharpe stated that a letter of rescindment would imply that the City of Fayetteville did not want HUD dollars in the community.

Council Member Keefe stated facts had been misrepresented and in reality the bus stop was a half mile away, the shopping access was across a six-lane road, and the people should be listened to and not a consultant.

Council Member Gonzalez stated the citizens were not coming after the fact and there was a need for a public hearing.  She stated she was opposed to the concentration in this area and this would not be denying the project but would be just asking them to build it somewhere else.

Mayor Pitts stated there was always an attempt to make issues like this the bad guy versus the good guy and there had been no bad intent on the Council’s part because there was no funding, there were HUD time restraints, and the Council had concerns about the need for affordable housing for senior citizens.

Council Member Massey stated he was aware of the issues and he had no problem with the public hearing, but there was a need to look at the majority of the community’s needs as a whole.  Mr. Massey stated the letter was legitimate and the location was another issue.

City Attorney Karen McDonald again informed the Council they must have a three-fourths vote to reconsider the item.  She reminded the Council the letter had been sent and if they had eight votes to set the public hearing, then they could vote to rescind the letter.

In response to an inquiry, Mr. Sharpe stated the HUD deadline for submission of the project by the Wellons was June 13, 2003.

City Attorney McDonald suggested the neighborhood residents write a letter expressing their opposition to the project.

Mr. Jim Smith stated there was no need for a public hearing because all he was asking for was for the Council to rescind the letter in the name of bad information and then they could hold a public hearing.

Council Member Keefe withdrew his motion.


Council Member Worthy stated he would not take it lightly if the letter was rescinded because men and women of integrity needed to think through every issue carefully before casting a hap-hazardous vote.

MOTION:
Council Member Gonzalez moved to have the Council write a letter to HUD and state that new information had come to light and the Council supported projects like this but did not support this project being placed in this area at this time.

SECOND:
Council Member Keefe

VOTE:
FAILED by a vote of 4 in favor (Council Members Keefe, Pitts, Haire and Gonzalez) to 6 in opposition (Council Members Smith, Kendrick, Kirby, Massey, Fogleman and Worthy)

6.
Report from Conservation and Environment Committee.


Council Member Massey, Chairman of the Conservation and Environment Committee, presented this item.

A.
Update on Environmental Court.


Council Member Massey reported this was an ongoing process and he wanted to ensure that all stakeholders would be involved in the project.

B.
Discussion of Roses Lake.

Council Member Massey reported that several issues had been raised and considerable conversation had been held.  He stated storm water funds may be used to address the issues and meet the needs of the community.

Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick stated that he had talked with the Corp of Engineers and had found out that once a dam had been breached, there was a time span of from three to five years before it reverted back to its natural stage.

7.
Consider items for referral to the City-County Liaison Committee (Meeting to be held July 24, 2003).

City Manager Roger Stancil suggested that a discussion on the hospital decision on ambulance EMS service be placed on the agenda.  Council Member Haire requested that storm water drainage and annexations be discussed and that a discussion be held on the need for County support for the transit system.

Mayor Pitts stated he felt the coalition of Mayors should be the vehicle to resolve the sales tax issue and there was going to be a meeting on July 11, 2003, and he requested the Council to attend.

8.
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

A.
APPOINTMENTS

1.
City of Fayetteville Linear Park, Inc. - 7 Vacancies (2 of which must be City Manager and Chief Financial Officer) - 5 regular members plus City Manager and Chief Financial Officer to be appointed - 8 nominations made


The following appointments were made:


A.
Mr. Roger Stancil, City Manager


B.
Ms. Lisa Smith, Chief Financial Officer

C.
Mr. Harry Shaw

D.
Dr. Melvin Henderson

E.
Mr. Jerry Thrasher

F.
Mr. James Bowser

G.
Ms. Molly Arnold

B.
NOMINATIONS:

1.
Airport Commission - 3 vacancies - 5 nominations made

There were no additional nominations made.

2.
Human Relations Commission - 6 vacancies (4 regular appointments and 2 replacements for terms expiring June 2004) 9 nominations made


Ms. Sonia Vega-Pelican was nominated by Council Member Kendrick.  Ms. Chanelle Green was nominated by Council Member Massey for reappointment.

Council Member Haire withdrew Katherine Marable and Betty Parker from the nominations and nominated Ms. Charlene Ranson.


Ms. Sally Vallabha was nominated by Mayor Pitts.

3.
Joint Storm Water Advisory Board - 2 vacancies - 1 nomination needed – 1 nomination made as follows:


Mr. Robert Bennett was nominated by Council Member Fogleman.  Mr. Garrett Davis was nominated by Council Member Smith.

4.
Public Works Commission - 1 vacancy - 3 nominations made as follows:


There were no additional nominations made.

5.
Public Works Commission Retirement Board - 1 vacancy for PWC employee and 1 vacancy for PWC member - 2 nominations made as follows:


There were no additional nominations made.

6.
Historic Resources Commission Resignation - 1 at-large vacancy for term expiring in October 2003 - 1 nomination needed


Mr. Michael Isler was nominated by Council Member Haire.

C.
INFORMATION FOR UPCOMING JULY 2003 VACANCIES (NO ACTION REQUIRED)

1.
Fayetteville City Planning Commission - 4 Vacancies

2.
Fayetteville City Zoning Commission - 2 Vacancies

3.
Taxicab Review Board - 2 Taxi Industry vacancies plus 1 Alternate position

9.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A.
Update on Council projects.

INFORMATION ITEMS:

1.
Update on Community Street Banner ordinance amendment procedure.

2.
Statement of taxes collected for the month of April 2003 from the Cumberland County Tax Administrator.

2002 Taxes
$234,746.78

2002 Vehicle Taxes
250,642.89
2002 Revit
995.93
2002 Vehicle Revit
62.98
2002 FVT
28,023.94
2002 Storm Water
16,481.00
2001 Taxes
19,853.42
2001 Vehicle Taxes
8,717.45
2001 Revit
0.00
2001 Vehicle Revit
0.00
2001 FVT
1,287.19
2001 Storm Water
1,558.78
2000 Taxes
7,127.09
2000 Vehicle Taxes
873.39
2000 Revit
0.00

2000 Vehicle Revit
0.00
2000 FVT
121.02

2000 Storm Water
402.29
1999 Taxes
2,268.75
1999 Vehicle Taxes
265.05
1999 Revit
0.00
1999 Vehicle Revit
0.00

1999 FVT
68.30
1999 Storm Water
96.00
1998 and Prior Taxes
2,218.39

1998 and Prior Vehicle Taxes
839.13
1998 and Prior Revit
0.00

1998 and Prior Vehicle Revit
0.00

1998 and Prior FVT
182.58
1998 and Prior Storm Water
114.64
Interest
23,069.00
Interest (Revit)
32.54
Interest (Storm Water)
1,068.22
Fayetteville Discount (Current)
0.00

Fayetteville Discount (Revit)
0.00

Total Collections
$601,116.75
3.
Letter from Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, City Audit Firm, regarding the nature and scope of the procedures that auditors will perform on City accounts.

4.
Report from Chairman of Airport Commission on annual Certification Inspection.

5.
Letter of appreciation from Division Engineer of the NCDOT for transportation assistance for Boards of Transportation during the Festival of Flight.

6.
Letter of appreciation from visitor for assistance with reunion event.

7.
Letter of appreciation from Festival of Flight 2003 to Police Department for assistance during festival.

8.
Letter of appreciation from the Fayetteville Dogwood Festival Chairman for assistance during the 2003 Festival.

9.
Letter of appreciation from the Cape Fear Aero Association for assistance during the air show at Fayetteville Regional Airport.

10.
Airport Commission – minutes of April 29, 2003.

11.
PWC – minutes of May 14, 2003.

12.
Planning Department – monthly report for April 2003.

MOTION:
Mayor Pro Tem Kendrick moved to adjourn the meeting.

SECOND:
Council Member Fogleman

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (10-0)

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________

______________________________

JANET C. JONES




MARSHALL B. PITTS, JR.

City Clerk





Mayor

Copies of all approved resolutions and ordinances can be found in the City Clerk's office.
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