FAYETTEVILLE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER

APRIL 26, 2004

7:00 P.M.

Present:
Mayor Marshall B. Pitts, Jr.

Council Members James K. Keefe (District 1); Mable C. Smith (District 2); Robert A. Massey, Jr. (District 3); Lois A. Kirby (District 5); Paul Williams (District 6); Curtis Worthy (District 7); Juanita Gonzalez (District 8); Johnny Dawkins (District 9)

Absent:
Council Member Darrell J. Haire (District 4)

Others Present:
Roger L. Stancil, City Manager


Karen M. McDonald, City Attorney


Robert Barefoot, Chief Officer for Engineering and


  Maintenance


Victor Sharpe, Interim Community Development Director


Jason Brady, Public Information Officer


Janet C. Jones, City Clerk


Members of the Press

INVOCATION - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The invocation was offered by Dr. Bruce Martin, Pastor, Village Baptist Church, followed by Mayor Pitts leading in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:


Mayor Pitts thanked the Dogwood Festival Committee and the citizens for making the 22nd annual festival the best yet.  He stated Fayetteville had been blessed with perfect weather.


Mayor Pitts requested that everyone check out the new roundabout at Ray Avenue and Maiden Lane.


Mayor Pitts recognized a group of students from a government class at Terry Sanford High School.

Special Events


Mayor Pitts reviewed the upcoming special events for the month of May 2004.

1.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA


City Attorney Karen McDonald requested to add a closed session as Item 14 for discussion of litigation, Gates Four Homeowners Association, et al. v. City of Fayetteville.  Council Member Massey requested to switch Items 7 and 8 with Items 5 and 6.

MOTION:
Council Member Gonzalez moved to discuss Item 14, Gates Four annexation, as a public matter rather than in closed session.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy


City Attorney Karen McDonald informed the Council that they would be relinquishing their client-attorney privilege by approving Council Member Gonzalez’s motion.  She suggested that she be allowed to brief the Council in closed session and then they could hold their discussion in public.


Council Member Gonzalez withdrew her motion.

MOTION:
Council Member Massey moved to approve the agenda with the changes.

SECOND:
Council Member Keefe

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

2.
PUBLIC FORUM:


Mr. Gerald J. Howland, 1785 Flintshire Road, Fayetteville, NC, expressed his support for the City having allowed the Police Department lawsuit to go to court for resolution, and he felt the City should file a counter lawsuit.


Mr. Gary Villani, 1024 Elmsley Street, Fuguay-Varina, NC, stated it had not been his intention that the monument saluting the women warriors of our country take the place of the proposed tower.  He stated he would continue to work on its placement in the community.


Mr. Andy Anderson, 1517 Hope Mills Road, Fayetteville, NC, requested the Council reinstate the 2 percent tax discount.  He inquired as to why the citizens were being penalized by PWC with increased rates when they had conserved water as requested.  He suggested federal funding be used to subsidize sidewalk construction in the City.


Mr. Ron Gray, 7 Briar Circle, Fayetteville, NC, expressed his support for the Festival Park tower.


Mr. Walter Murphy, 7033 Timbercroft Lane, Fayetteville, NC, stated he was currently working on a petition against annexation.  He expressed his opposition to the “tower of oppression” and stated the City of Fayetteville deserved something better.


Mr. Clinton Harris, 4713 Watauga Road, Fayetteville, NC, appeared in support of sidewalks to promote safety of the children.

3.
CONSENT:

MOTION:
Council Member Keefe moved to approve the consent agenda.

SECOND:
Council Member Massey

VOTE:
PASSED by a vote of 8 in favor to 1 in opposition (Council Member Gonzalez)


The following items were approved:

A.
Approve special permit for off-premise signs for Home Builders Association of Fayetteville for Parade of Homes event from Monday, May 10, through Monday, May 24.

B.
Accept offer to purchase excess City property located on Lookout Place in College Lakes.

C.
Adopt ordinance amending Chapter 20, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, of the City Fayetteville Code of Ordinances to read as follows:

1.
Section 20-21, Traffic Schedule Number 13-B – Parking, Two-Hour Zones:


Old Street - From Green Street to Hay Street

Franklin Street - From Gillespie Street to Winslow Street

Maxwell Street – From Russell Street to Hay Street

Anderson Street – From Hay Street to Maiden Lane

Bow Street – From Person Street to Green Street

Donaldson Street – From Russell Street to Hay Street

2.
Section 20-21, Traffic Schedule Number 13-D – Parking, Three-Hour Zones:

Old Street - From Green Street to Hay Street

Franklin Street - From Gillespie Street to Winslow Street

Maxwell Street – From Russell Street to Hay Street

Anderson Street – From Hay Street to Maiden Lane

Bow Street – From Person Street to Green Street

Donaldson Street – From Russell Street to Hay Street

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 20, MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE CODE OF ORDINANCES.  ORDINANCE NO. NS2004-005.

D.
Approve transfer of streets in Phase V annexation area from NCDOT to City for Powell Bill consideration.

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE TRANSFER OF NORTH CAROLINA OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION STREETS AND OTHER DEDICATED STREETS WITHIN ANNEX AREA 5.  RESOLUTION NO. R2004-019.

E.
Waive bid procedures for piggyback purchase (City of Charlotte) of 5 street sweepers.  This is “Piggyback” on the City of Charlotte’s bid awarded to Public Works Commission Equipment and Supply, Inc., Monroe, NC, on September 24, 2003, as allowed by N.C.G.S. § 143-129(g) in the amount of $112.520.00 each for a total amount of $562,600.00.
F.
Set special joint meeting with Cumberland County Commissioners for Thursday, April 29, 8:00 a.m., Haymount Grill and Steak House.

4.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A.
Festival Park.


This is the advertised public hearing set for this date and time.  The public hearing opened at 7:20 p.m.


Mr. Thomas A. Parent, 603 Dandridge Drive, Fayetteville, NC, expressed his opposition to the tower.  He reviewed the costs which would be involved in the daily operation and maintenance of the tower.


Dr. Tanya Suarez, 1008 Clarendon Street, Fayetteville, NC, stated she felt there was a lack of clarity on the purpose of the park.  She stated the park should be for the children.  Dr. Suarez said she felt the amphitheatre was too close in proximity to the railroad tracks.


Mr. Clinton Harris, 4713 Watauga Road, Fayetteville, NC, appeared in favor of the tower because he felt the high school students would be the beneficiaries when the tower was used for creating a challenge between the high schools.


Mr. Michael Ray Myers, 303 Brainerd Avenue, Fayetteville, NC, presented posters depicting a possible icon, which consisted of a globe and paddle wheels that would generate electricity.


Ms. Rollin Shaw, 202 Devane Street, Fayetteville, NC, suggested an icon of a golden globe with flowing water.  She stated the icon needed to be closer to the ground, should be of a spiritual nature, and should create unity in the community.


Dr. Linda McAlister, 3002 Ravenhill Road, Fayetteville, NC, expressed her support for the tower.  She stated the market house represented the past history and the tower represented the future.  She stated the tower would be a good focal point for Fayetteville.


Mrs. Carol Goforth, 325 Murray Hill Road, Fayetteville, NC, stated the Shuller Ferris Lindstrom & Associates firm deserved a thank you and gratitude for their hard work on the park and tower design.  She stated the Festival Park should celebrate Cross Creek and be a positive force in the community.  She stated she was neutral about the tower.


Ms. Patricia Keller, 675 Newport Road, Fayetteville, NC, stated there was not enough recreation for the children and she felt the park area should be used as a stopping place which would make the children from the community as well as from other communities happy while also giving them a gathering place.


Mr. Jose I. Cardona, 7018 Kittridge Drive, Fayetteville, NC, appeared in opposition to the tower.  He stated the tower would require guide wires and would be something for the birds to run into and get killed.


Mr. Paul F. Wilson, 2112 Harlee Street, Fayetteville, NC, stated he was a professional artist and he had objections to the process that had been used for the selection of the icon.  He stated the icon should represent harmony and unity and not the discord that was currently being felt in the community.


Mr. Russell Bramlett, 155 Lofton Drive, Fayetteville, NC, expressed his support for the Festival Park and the tower.  He stated the public-private partnership was paying for this project and as far as he was concerned this was a success story.


Mr. Jason Epley, 705 Rush Road, Fayetteville, NC, suggested a cultural and performing arts center located along the Cross Creek, and a walk of hometown heroes as alternatives to the tower.  He also suggested the corner of Ray Avenue and Rowan Street be improved with a design feature to welcome visitors to the Festival Park.  He suggested a water feature or a clock tower feature.


Mr. Gordon Johnson, 121 Devane Street, Fayetteville, NC, stated he was for the park and against the tower.  He stated he felt there should be more community involvement in the selection of a City icon and suggested that a design competition be held.


Mr. Tom Grubb, 2304 Furlong Place, Fayetteville, NC, stated change was difficult, but history was being made.  He stated the icon should capture the soul of the community.


Mr. Adam Welsher, 301 Summertime Road, Fayetteville, NC, stated he was for the park but against the tower because it would not be attractive during the day.


Mr. Ed Lampkin, 809 Cape Fear Avenue, Fayetteville, NC, stated he felt the tower was too grand and out of scale for the City.  He stated he felt the citizens needed to be pleased with the result and the tower proposal had pulverized the community rather than joining the community.  He stated he did not like the disharmony the tower had created.


Ms. Jacquelyn Cephas Abram, 3415 Rogers Drive, Fayetteville, NC, stated she was for the tower because it hit her heart and represented diversity because it was strong and tall.


Mr. Clyde Foster, 231 Wintergreen Drive, Fayetteville, NC, supported the park and kaleidoscope tower.  He said the Council needed to stand by their decision and show leadership.  He also pointed out that the tower design had involved a substantial amount of financial investment.


Mr. Steven Moore, 323 Valley Road, Fayetteville, NC, stated the tower would serve the community well as an icon because it would be a mark of distinction.  He stated the tower rises up and points upward toward heaven and is a sign of unity and strength and will capture the soul of the community.  Mr. Moore stated the tower icon could bring in the people who will lead the City of Fayetteville to the next level economically.

There was no one further to speak and the public hearing closed at 8:35 p.m.

Council Member Keefe reported that the Council had (1) met in February and April of 2003 for presentations on the design concept of the Festival Park; (2) adopted on June 9, 2003, a capital project ordinance amendment appropriating funding for the design of Festival Park and the demolition of the USO building; and (3) changed the design of the Festival Park by vote on December 1, 2003.

Council Member Keefe further stated that as a result of the timing of those meetings, he had a procedural question for the City Attorney to address which was whether the Council had violated its own policy when it did not wait the allocated six months before making a change to the park’s design.

City Attorney Karen McDonald stated the tower, which had been voted on at the December 1, 2003, meeting, was a separate component of the park’s design plan and therefore the vote did not constitute a violation of the Council’s policy regarding reconsideration of an item.

Discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of the reconsideration issue.  Council Member Keefe stated for the record he respectfully disagreed with the City Attorney’s ruling that there had been no violation of the Council’s policy.

MOTION:
Council Member Worthy moved to keep the monies allocated by Progress Energy intact for the Festival Park until a decision had been made regarding the tower.

SECOND:
Mayor Pro Tem Kirby

Council Member Dawkins asked for clarification on the motion.

Council Member Worthy stated he just wanted the funding to be earmarked for the Festival Park with everyone having the right to pick and choose as an item came up.  He stated he did not want the funds to be used to pave every dirt street in Fayetteville.

Council Member Dawkins inquired if the Council would be able to vote on each part of funding as it came up.

Mr. Stancil responded there was an item on the agenda tonight to use funding from Progress Energy and other places to increase that total amount so the remaining land for the park could be purchased and there would be other opportunities for the Council to award or not award components, or to add to or delete from the plan.

Mr. Stancil stated his understanding was that the capital project ordinance, which was to be presented at the next meeting, would dedicate all of the funds from Progress Energy to the Festival Park project.

Council Member Williams inquired if the Progress Energy funding was limited to the 3,000 acres in the downtown area.

City Attorney Karen McDonald stated as she recalled, the documents implied the funds should be used for redevelopment of the site so the implication was that it should be used to develop Festival Park.  She further stated there was possibly an indication that some of the money could be used for other economic development in the downtown area.  Mrs. McDonald stated it seemed to her that because it said redevelopment of that site and whether there was to be a park or anything else at that site, it did seem the contracts limited the funds to that particular 3,000-acre area.

Mr. Stancil stated the agreements spoke to the creation of a Parks and Recreation and Arts District within the 3,000 acres covered by the Renaissance Plan, but along the way during consultations those agreements had been developed in order to find the funding for the Festival Park.

Mr. Stancil stated he felt the motion formalized what had been the understanding all along and that was that the City had gone out and negotiated these agreements in order to build the park and to further define that these funds were to be used for just the Festival Park and not for anything else in the 3,000 acres.

Council Member Gonzalez stated that was an interpretation and unless it was in writing, it was absolutely not what had to be done.

Council Member Gonzalez stated the current Council could not hold future boards to its standards for anything that had to be done in the future, and she could not support the motion because she did not feel the Council should limit itself to having to expend the funds in a certain way.  Ms. Gonzalez stated she was for using most of the funds for the park, but not for limiting 100 percent to the Festival Park when something else wonderful could come along to enhance the downtown area or economic development.

Council Members Smith and Kirby expressed their support for the motion and the park.

Council Member Dawkins inquired about the borrowing of the funds and how they would be paid back.  Mr. Stancil responded the Council would commit the future payments from Progress Energy to the repayment of the funds that would be borrowed to construct the park scheduled for completion in October 2005.

VOTE:
PASSED by a vote of 7 in favor to 2 in opposition (Council Members Keefe and Gonzalez)

A discussion ensued regarding the protection and safety aspects of the park, road access to and from the amphitheatre, the issue of whether there would be a need for guide wires on the tower, the requirements for flood prevention in the 100-year flood zone, and who would control information shown on the projection screens of the tower.


Council Member Williams inquired if the Council were at the point of no return with the tower.


Mr. Stancil reported that until the construction contract was awarded, the Council would not be at the point of no return.  He stated he had been prepared to bid the entire project in May, but due to the instability of steel prices he was recommending that the tower bid be postponed until the market stabilized.


A discussion was held regarding a possible timeframe for a decision on the tower, and the prohibitive cost involved in creating a lighted and skinned model of the proposed tower.

5.
Consider the following items related to Festival Park:

A.
Budget Ordinance Amendment for purchase of property and demolition (Capital Project Ordinance Amendment 2004-7).
City Manager Roger Stancil presented this item.  He recommended adoption of the ordinance amendment.

MOTION:
Council Member Massey moved to adopt the Budget Ordinance Amendment.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

B.
Purchase of Property

City Manager Roger Stancil presented this item.  He stated the American Sign property was needed to anchor the southeast corner of the park where the main entrance was designed, and Mr. Smith, the owner of the property, wanted to relocate and build a new facility in the center City.  Mr. Stancil reported the property appraised for $210,000.00 and there would be a relocation reimbursement in an amount not to exceed $105,000.00.  He recommended approval of the purchase of the property.

MOTION:
Council Member Smith moved to follow the City Manager’s recommendation.

SECOND:
Mayor Pro Tem Kirby

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

6.
Consider postponing of bidding on Westover Recreation Center and Kaleidoscope Tower.


Mr. Robert Shuller, Shuller Ferris Lindstrom & Associates, presented this item.  He stated that over the last six weeks his firm had been monitoring an unusual volatility in the price of steel due primarily to the massive purchases of scrap steel by China.  He said there was a feeling that current radical increases may come down, but the most severe problem was that the suppliers would not hold their prices to contractors, thereby making bidding almost impossible until the market was stabilized.


Mr. Shuller recommended postponement of the bidding on the kaleidoscope tower and possibly the stage roof for a few months until the steel market stabilized.  He stated the other components of the park would be affected to a lesser degree and therefore could proceed on a normal schedule.


Mr. Shuller reported that the bidding on the Westover Recreation Center had been set for May 6, 2004, but the contractors had recommended postponing the bid for two weeks.  He stated the contractors had offered two procedural deviations to the normal process as follows:

1.
Shorten the time period from when the contractors present the bids to the time the Council meets resulting in the bids being received on a Tuesday prior to the Monday meeting which would give time for certification of the bids, but would require hand delivery of the agenda packet information to the Council.

2.
Award the bids on Monday night, then on Tuesday issue a letter of intent to enter into the contract which would give the contractor limited authority to place orders for critical items.


Mr. Shuller explained that the letter of intent would not be a substitute contract and would not allow materials to be moved to the site, but it would shorten the process by about a week.


Mr. Shuller stated that if this issue were resolved, it would be a big relief to him and if the Council, upon the City Attorney’s recommendation, agreed to the procedural changes, he would recommend only receiving the bids on the Westover Recreation Center for two weeks instead of any longer period of time.

MOTION:
Council Member Keefe moved to separate Westover Recreation Center and the tower into two different items.

SECOND:
Council Member Dawkins


A discussion was held regarding the postponement of bidding for projects requiring steel, the effect steel prices would have on other major projects, and a moratorium on all capital projects until the steel prices stabilized.

SUBSTITUTE MOTION:


Council Member Massey moved to hold a moratorium on all construction projects that use taxpayers or ratepayers dollars until the steel prices stabilized or there was enough money to pay for the project.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy


Mr. Shuller stated he felt the Council should be informed that there would also be escalation of prices in other areas affected by the steel industry.


Council Member Worthy stated as hard as he had fought for the recreation center, he wanted to be a good steward of the taxpayers’ dollars and he could not go ahead with a project just to get it done.  He stated he wanted to make certain the good of the entire City was being done by the Council.  He stated he did not want to separate the items but wanted all projects included and treated the same.


Council Member Dawkins stated he opposed the motion because it was a bad precedent and handcuffed both the staff and the architects.  He stated he could live with a two-week delay but not a moratorium.


Council Member Keefe stated the Council was under no obligation to accept the steel prices and he wanted to move forward and could not support the moratorium.


Council Members Massey and Worthy withdrew their substitute motion.

ORIGINAL MOTION VOTE:


PASSED by a vote of 8 in favor to 1 in opposition (Council Member Massey)

MOTION:
Council Member Keefe moved to direct the design team to come back with the complete bids on the Westover Recreation Center at the second City Council meeting in May and to concur with the procedural changes as suggested by Mr. Shuller.

SECOND:
Council Member Dawkins

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)


Council Member Gonzalez stated she did not think anything should be done on bidding of the tower until the process had been finished and information had been furnished to the Council by Mr. Stancil.
MOTION:
Council Member Williams moved to postpone the bidding on the tower until further notice

SECOND:
Mayor Pro Tem Kirby


Council Member Dawkins stated he was being told that the Council could not change any piece of the park unless there were eight votes, and he would like the City Attorney to give him an answer.

Mrs. McDonald stated there were several layers going on but she thought the specific issue was the approval of the concept as it pertains to the tower and whether the Council wanted to reconsider that portion of the park.  She stated pursuant to City Ordinance Section 2-3, an item could not be reconsidered for at least six months unless approved by a three-fourths vote of all of the Council.


Council Member Gonzalez requested to amend the motion to say any additional fixtures made of steel for the Festival Park rather than the tower.


Council Member Williams did not accept the amendment.

FRIENDLY AMENDMENT:


Council Member Dawkins moved to place a specific date of 60 to 90 days on Mr. Williams’ motion.

Council Member Williams did not accept the friendly amendment.

VOTE:
PASSED by a vote of 6 in favor to 3 in opposition (Council Members Dawkins, Keefe, and Gonzalez)

7.
Consider the Community Development 2004-2005 One-Year Action Plan.

Mr. Victor Sharpe, Interim Community Development Director, presented this item.  He outlined the projects and programs to be undertaken for the upcoming year with a total estimated budget of $3,710.936.00.


Mr. Sharpe stated the City was scheduled to receive an allocation of Community Development Block Grant funds in the amount of $1,395,000.00 and Home Investment Partnerships funds in the amount of $764,120.00.  He advised the Council the City would receive $36,652.00 less in HUD funding for the fiscal year 2004-2005.

MOTION:
Council Member Massey moved to approve the plan.

SECOND:
Council Member Gonzalez

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

8.
Consider award of contract for Ireland Drive sidewalk construction.


Mr. Robert Barefoot, Chief Officer for Engineering and Maintenance, presented this item.  He recommended awarding a contract for the base bid covering Village Drive to Coventry Drive.


Mr. Stancil advised there were sufficient funds to build the sidewalks in their entirety and that to date Owen Drive was the only sidewalk that had not been built.

MOTION:
Council Member Williams moved to authorize staff to proceed with the base bid and Options 1, 2, and 3.

SECOND:
Council Member Gonzalez

The bids were as follows:


Base Bid
$ 50,981.00


Option 1
  38,791.00


Option 2
  44,280.00


Option 3
  23,756.00

Total
$157,808.00

Council Member Dawkins stated he could not support the motion as stated because it was not what the staff recommended and there were other areas that were in need of sidewalks.


A discussion was held regarding the various sidewalk projects.


Mayor Pitts inquired if anyone knew when the widening process would take place on Ireland Drive.


Mr. Stancil stated it would be in seven to eight years at the earliest.

VOTE:
PASSED by a vote of 8 in favor to 1 in opposition (Council Member Dawkins)

9.
Update on Council Strategic Plan.


Mr. Stancil stated he would like for the Council to affirm the Council’s goals so the staff could come back with a plan.

A.
Affirm Targets for action

City Manager Roger Stancil presented this item.  He reviewed the FY 2003-04 Strategic Plan and the 3rd Quarter Report for January–March 2004 to include the policy and management agenda.

Mr. Bill Martin, Cumberland County Business Council, presented the Economic Development Plan and the Market Program for the City.

Mr. Stancil presented the following for Council’s approval:

FY 2004-05 STRATEGIC PLAN ACTION AGENDA

Policy and Management Agenda


Policy Agenda
· Explore possibility of PWC becoming a department of the City.

· Subsidize federal representation on economic development (lobbyist).

· Thorough discussion of festival park.

Policy and Management Agenda

· Establish a military business center and move forward on a military industrial park.

· Analyze and evaluate the solid waste services.

· Move forward on Cape Fear River projects.

· Combine services with the County.

· Appoint a committee to discuss items for a bond issue.

Management Agenda

· Begin a 2020 planning process.

· Achieve market competitive employee compensation.

· Use the City website as a marketing tool.

· Increase parks and recreation opportunities to citizens including additional recreation facilities.

Council Member Smith requested that the Field Road Recreation Center be added to the Management Agenda.

MOTION:
Council Member Dawkins moved to affirm the targets.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

10.
Consider award of residential solid waste collection contract for Phase 5 annexation to Waste Management of Carolinas, Inc., low bidder, in the amount of $751,276.00.

City Manager Roger Stancil presented this item.  He recommended the contract be awarded to Waste Management.  Mr. Stancil also noted the differential between Waste Management and Waste Industries was the cost of the performance bond.

Bids were received as follows:

Waste Management of Carolinas, Inc.
$751,276.00

Waste Industries, LLC
$752,026.00

McCamie’s Trash Removal
$801,786.24

Southview Sanitation Company, Inc.
$935,208.00

Cumberland Garbage & Trash Service, Inc.
$963,410.00


A discussion was held regarding the procedures used in the bidding process and the differential of the costs of the performance bonds.

MOTION:
Council Member Worthy moved to follow staff recommendations and award the contract to Waste Management.

SECOND:
Mayor Pro Tem Kirby

VOTE:
PASSED by a vote of 7 in favor to 2 in opposition (Council Members Massey and Gonzalez)

11.
Discussion of non-containerized trash pickup.

MOTION:
Council Member Keefe moved to defer this item to the next meeting.

SECOND:
Council Member Smith

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

12.
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

No action was taken on this item.

Information for June Vacancies (No Action Required)

A.
Joint Appearance Commission - 4 vacancies - 2 two-year terms and 2 one-year terms

B.
Airport Commission - 4 vacancies - all members eligible for reappointment

C.
Human Relations Commission - 7 vacancies - 6 eligible for reappointment

D.
Public Works Commission - 1 vacancy - not eligible for reappointment

E.
Public Works Commission Retirement Board - 1 Accountant vacancy - eligible for reappointment

13.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A.
Update on joint Human Relations Department with County.

B.
Financial update.

14.
Closed session to discuss litigation, Gates Four Homeowners Association, et al. v. City of Fayetteville.

MOTION:
Council Member Massey moved to go into closed session to discuss litigation, Gates Four Homeowners Association, et al. v. City of Fayetteville.

SECOND:
Council Member Smith

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)


The closed session began at 11:00 p.m.

MOTION:
Council Member Smith moved to resume the regular session.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)


The regular session resumed at 11:48 p.m.


Council Member Gonzalez inquired if the Council had to have eight votes to bring back the annexation issue for discussion.


City Attorney Karen McDonald stated pursuant to Ordinance 2-3, the six months does not apply to ordinance amendments, appointments, bid awards, and litigation action and these can be reconsidered at any time.

INFORMATION ITEMS:

1.
Statement of taxes collected for the month of March 2004 from the Cumberland County Tax Administrator.

2003 Taxes
$693,967.59

2003 Vehicle Taxes
333,647.36
2003 Revit
8,681.74
2003 Vehicle Revit
100.53
2003 FVT
40,070.34
2003 Storm Water
44,224.85
2002 Taxes
28,034.58
2002 Vehicle Taxes
28,616.73
2002 Revit
9.82
2002 Vehicle Revit
3.51
2002 FVT
4,280.46
2002 Storm Water
2,545.31
2001 Taxes
9,458.95
2001 Vehicle Taxes
1,908.37
2001 Revit
0.00
2001 Vehicle Revit
0.00
2001 FVT
511.39
2001 Storm Water
843.77
2000 Taxes
2,173.55
2000 Vehicle Taxes
1,574.19
2000 Revit
0.00
2000 Vehicle Revit
0.00
2000 FVT
316.61

2000 Storm Water
330.73
1999 and Prior Taxes
3,235.89

1999 and Prior Vehicle Taxes
4,623.28
1999 and Prior Revit
0.00
1999 and Prior Vehicle Revit
1.09
1999 and Prior FVT
1,027.30
1999 and Prior Storm Water
492.00
Interest
43,706.09
Interest (Revit)
301.45
Interest (Storm Water)
2,234.75
Fayetteville Discount (Current)
0.00

Fayetteville Discount (Revit)
0.00

Total Collections
$1,256,922.23
2.
PWC:  Strategic Business Decisions Report from Chairman for March 2004.
3.
Copy of letter from Federal Energy Regulatory Commission regarding the Final Blackout Report.

4.
Fayetteville Redevelopment Commission – minutes of March 31, 2004.

5.
Status report of ongoing annexation projects.

MOTION:
Council Member Keefe moved to adjourn the meeting.

SECOND:
Council Member Worthy

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (9-0)

The meeting adjourned at 11:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________

______________________________

JANET C. JONES




MARSHALL B. PITTS, JR.

City Clerk





Mayor

Copies of all approved resolutions and ordinances can be found in the City Clerk's office.

042604

