FAYETTEVILLE CITY COUNCIL

WORK SESSION

LAFAYETTE ROOM, CITY HALL

AUGUST 1, 2005

6:00 P.M.

Present:
Mayor Marshall B. Pitts, Jr.

Council Members James K. Keefe (District 1); Robert A. Massey, Jr. (District 3); Darrell J. Haire (District 4); Lois Kirby (District 5); Paul Williams (District 6); Curtis Worthy (District 7); Juanita Gonzalez (District 8); Johnny Dawkins (District 9)

Absent:
Council Member Mable C. Smith (District 2)

Staff Present:
Roger L. Stancil, City Manager


Karen M. McDonald, City Attorney


Stanley Victrum, Assistant City Manager

Doug Hewett, Strategic Initiatives and

   Corporate Communications Director


Lisa Smith, Chief Financial Officer


Jason Brady, Governmental Affairs and Public


   Information Officer


Jimmy Teal, Chief Planning Officer


Robert Barefoot, Parks & Recreation Director


Jim Alexander, Assistant Inspections Director

Others Present:
Brandon Poole, The Banks Law Firm


Marshall Isler, Downtown Development Corporation


Don Worthington, Fayetteville Observer


Mayor Pitts called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

1.
Approval of Agenda


This being a work session, no motions were made.

2.
Report on Infill Development Ordinance.

Mr. Jimmy Teal, Chief Planning Officer, presented a summary of the proposed infill ordinance.

Council members voiced their concerns and opinions regarding the proposed infill ordinance.

Council requested clarification on the difference between the proposed ordinance and the current zoning ordinances, how vacant land is figured into the proposed ordinance, what effect the ordinance would have on zoning, and whether the entire zoning process should be changed.

Mr. Teal responded by stating that the current zoning and planning ordinances and not address the problem of underutilized lots.  Currently, if a proposal meets the zoning requirements, the developer can go ahead with the project.  With the infill ordinance, a public hearing is required before Council.  Mr. Teal further stated that it would be virtually impossible to change zoning and not cause more problems.

Discussion was held regarding neighborhood overlay districts versus the proposed infill ordinance.

Council directed the Planning staff and Commission to come back in 90 days with an overlay district.  Council’s desire in the interim is for staff to facilitate meetings between the neighborhoods and developers for developments that meet the infill ordinance criteria and to notify the property owners within 500 feet of the proposed development.

3.
Update on Festival Plaza Project.


This item was moved from Item 5 to Item 3.

Mr. Marshall Isler, DDC, presented a summary of the negotiated agreement for the development of the Festival Plaza building.  Mr. Isler stated that some changes had been made to the design of the building after input from the developers.  Mr. Isler also stated that approval of the Master Lease was the final step before presenting the Project to the Local Government Commission for funding.

Mr. Isler highlighted the City’s safeguards that were negotiated into the project including a supermajority approval requirement; call option; developer erosion provision; and refinancing requirement.  He also stated that the Cumberland County Business Council is acting as an agent for the City, and has an Agency Agreement with the City.

A public hearing will be set for August 22, 2005, regarding the master lease.

4.
Report on Hope Mills Road Corridor Plan.

Mr. Jimmy Teal, Chief Planning Officer, presented this item, summarizing the actions taken to this point on the Corridor Plan.  He stated that letters had been sent to 550 residents and property owners within in the study area notifying them of the public hearing that was held on May 17, 2005.  Only 21 people attended the meeting.  Of those attending, the majority approved of the land use plan showing the lots abutting Hope Mills Road as commercial or residential.  Mr. Teal further stated that the maps would be made available to citizens on the City’s website and at the fire station located on Hope Mills Road. 

Council Member Keefe suggested holding another public hearing before any decisions were made, so that residents who missed the original meeting could express their opinions.

5.
Update on bulky good collection.

Mr. Robert Barefoot, Parks and Recreation Director, presented a summary of data collected during the past year.  He showed a chart detailing the number of calls received, the number of pickups, the total cost and the cost per call.  He stated that each call generated about 2 pickups because the same truck could not pick up all items.  Mr. Barefoot further stated that 50 percent of all items picked up are recyclable.

Mr. Barefoot stated further that small yard piles that could be containerized are common, and that more public education was needed.  Mr. Barefoot presented several suggestions that he felt would be beneficial in educating the public, including implementation of a biannual “Clean Sweep”.  He stated in order to make the “Clean Sweep” work there was a need for two additional trucks.  Mr. Barefoot gave an estimate of $220,000.00 for the cost of new trucks, and also requested $75,0000.00 for public education and marketing.  He further stated the need to purchase brown carts for bulky items to be containerized at a cost of approximately $220,000.00.

Council commended Mr. Barefoot and the Parks and Recreation Department for the excellent job they had performed.

6.
Discussion of animal control ordinance.


Council Member Keefe inquired why, if the City and County have a joint animal control board, the City does not have a limit on the number of dogs allowed similar to the County.


Mr. Jim Alexander, Assistant Inspections Director, stated that the County’s animal limits are in their zoning ordinance, not the animal control ordinance.


Discussion was held regarding whether the problem was the number of dogs allowed or the way the dogs are taken care of and the best way to enforce responsibility of the dog owners.  Discussion was also held regarding who was responsible for enforcing the ordinances already in place.

Council Member Kirby inquired if this would be something that the newly formed environmental court would handle.  City Attorney Karen McDonald replied in the affirmative.


Council’s final recommendation was to send the City’s ordinance to the Animal Control Board for evaluation.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________

______________________________

STACY K. HANSEN

MARSHALL B. PITTS, JR.

Deputy City Clerk

Mayor
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