
FAYETTEVILLE CITY COUNCIL

WORK SESSION

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER

NOVEMBER 6, 2006

5:00 P.M.

Present:
Mayor Pro Tem Robert A. Massey, Jr. (District 3)

Council Members Keith A. Bates, Sr. (District 1); Charles E. Evans (District 2); Lois A. Kirby (District 5); Paul Williams (District 6) (arrived at 5:30 p.m. at which time a quorum was reached); Juanita Gonzalez (District 8);

Absent:  
Mayor Anthony G. Chavonne; Darrell J. Haire (District 4); Curtis Worthy (District 7); Wesley A. Meredith (District 9)

Others Present:
Kyle Sonnenberg, Interim City Manager


Karen M. McDonald City Attorney


Stanley Victrum, Assistant City Manager


Tiffanie Sneed, Police Department Attorney

Randy Podobinski, Investigator

Officer Stacy Swinton, Police Department

Craig Hampton, Special Projects Manager 


Doug Hewett, Strategic Initiatives and Corporate


   Communications Director

Michael A. Gibson, Parks and Recreation Park Superintendent

Bill Martin, Cumberland County Business Council President

Tom Grubb, Fayetteville Museum of Art Director

Virginia Oliver, Fayetteville Museum of Art, Board of Directors’Co-Chair

Maurizia Chapman, Fayetteville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Planner

Justin Strickland, Fayetteville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Planner


Candice H. White, City Clerk


Members of Press

Mayor Pro Tem Robert Massey called the meeting to order and noted the absence of a quorum.  

1.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

No action was taken on this item.  

2.
Update On Air Quality/Non-attainment Status

Mayor Pro Tem called on Mr. Justin Strickland, Fayetteville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Planner, who provided an overview of the Early Action Compact agreement and an update of the air quality/non-attainment status.  Mr. Strickland stated the EPA had approved the recently submitted Progress Assessment for implementation measures and explained how areas with a non-attainment status in December 2007 would be handled.  Mr. Strickland also provided information related to the NCDOT analysis regarding transportation projects and conformity lapses and the New Source Review preconstruction permitting program. 

Ms. Maurizia Chapman, Fayetteville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Planner, asked that Council select a representative to the air quality stakeholders of Cumberland County.  Council Member Bates volunteered.  Ms. Chapman elaborated on conformity analysis with regard to area industrial emissions and transportation plans and stated the good news is that for the past two years, the area has been below the eight-hour standards and appears to be moving in the right direction.  

3.
Presentation by Fayetteville Museum of Art on Proposed Revision to Construction Project within Festival Park

Mr. Tom Grubb, Fayetteville Museum of Art Director, introduced Ms. Virginia Oliver, Fayetteville Museum of Art, Board of Directors’ Co-Chair, who offered favorable comments regarding the downtown area and Festival Park.  Mr. Grubb presented a PowerPoint presentation that provided an overview of Festival Park and the potential museum site.  Mr. Grubb asked Council to consider the following items:  A) a transfer of deed for property from the City of Fayetteville to the Museum of Art to be utilized as a portion of the site for the construction of a new museum facility and, B) a parcel of land equivalent in size be reserved for the museum with an official transfer of deed to occur when the architectural designs are completed.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Massey stated Item A could be placed on Council’s November 13, 2006 agenda and Item B could be placed on a future Council agenda.  

4.
Presentation Concerning Homeless Population and Panhandling

Ms. Tiffanie Sneed, Police Department Attorney, distributed ordinances from various cities in North Carolina and stated one of the problems facing cities when the homeless are criminalized and charged with a misdemeanor is that the most that can be done is to arrest them and then release them.  Ms. Sneed stated while recognizing that Council does not want the homeless on the streets and panhandlers interfering with citizens who come to the downtown area, her concern is that no matter what is done, they are still in the City and the problem continues to exist.  Ms. Sneed called on Officer Stacy Swinton, Police Department, who provided an overview of homeless services she provides as the homeless officer liaison.  Officer Swinton stated the city has the only point of contact for the homeless in the area.  Mr. Randy Podobinski, Investigator, stated funds are needed for another position and transportation costs for the homeless.  Council Member Evans stated assistance should be sought from the County Commissioners.  

Officer Swinton spoke briefly to the panhandling ordinance and Council Member Williams offered suggestions for discouraging panhandling.  Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Massey asked that the matter be referred back to the New City Committee to review the ordinance and better define the request for assistance from the County Commissioners.  

5.
Discussion of Items for 2007 Legislative Lobbyist Agenda

Mr. Doug Hewett, Strategic Initiatives and Corporate    Communications Director, called attention to the City of Fayetteville, Cumberland County and the Cumberland County Business Council (CCBC) Federal Agenda Status Report dated November 1, 2006 and reported that the partnership has been fairly successful in its efforts.  Mr. Hewett stated that since the partnership was formed, over $2 million has been received from the federal government for the projects.  Mr. Sonnenberg stated part of the success has been due to the availability of federal funding and suggested that Council give thought to prioritizing the projects based on the likelihood of funding.  Mr. Sonnenberg stated the partnership is beginning work on the 2007 agenda and asked Council to give thought to anything they may want to include on the agenda.   
6.
Update on Plans for Loose Leaf Pickup

 Michael A. Gibson, Parks and Recreation Park Superintendent, provided an update on improvements made to loose leaf pickup.  Mr. Gibson spoke to changes made to crew makeup, time spent in the field, maintenance issues, zip code pickup schedules, makeup days and expanded advertising.  Mr. Gibson thanked Council for providing an additional one-man loose-leaf pick up machine.  Council Members reported that the numbers of calls they receive regarding loose-leaf pickup have decreased.  

7.
Report on First Quarter Strategic Plan Accomplishments


Mr. Hewett called attention to the first quarter update on the City’s FY 2006-2007 Strategic Plan, provided highlights of the police-staffing plan and noted the involvement of the Mayor and Council Member Bates in the BRAC Regional Task Force.  Mr. Hewett recognized Mr. Bill Martin, Cumberland County Business Council (CCBC) President, who provided a report on the Military Business Park.  Mr. Martin stated there had been discussion at the committee level regarding whether there was a need for one central location and research was conducted on a scattered site approach.  Mr. Martin reported that a decision was made to use scattered sites as a short-term solution and also look at long-term project for a larger first class business park.   
Council Member Bates stated he planned to place an item on the upcoming Council agenda for a multi-way stop at the corner of Kenwood Drive and Amberhill Court.  Council Member Bates stated even though the traffic count met the criteria for a stop sign, it had been disapproved because not enough accidents had occurred.  

Council Member Evans stated for the record that there are several Council Members representing the Murchison Road community and they should be apprised before invitations are sent out to citizens in that area.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________

______________________________

CANDICE H. WHITE

ANTHONY G. CHAVONNE

City Clerk

Mayor
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