FAYETTEVILLE CITY COUNCIL

WORK SESSION

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER

JUNE 5, 2006

5:00 P.M.

Present:
Mayor Anthony G. Chavonne

Council Members Keith A. Bates, Sr. (District 1); Charles E. Evans (District 2); Robert A. Massey, Jr. (District 3); Darrell J. Haire (District 4); Lois A. Kirby (District 5); Paul Williams (District 6); Curtis Worthy (District 7); Juanita Gonzalez (District 8); Wesley A. Meredith (District 9)

Others Present:
Kyle Sonnenberg, Interim City Manager


Richard J. Rose, Acting City Attorney


Stanley Victrum, Assistant City Manager


Karyn Brunson, Assistant City Attorney


Doug Hewett, Strategic Initiatives and Corporate


   Communications Director


Lisa Smith, Chief Financial Officer


Robert Barefoot, Parks and Recreation Director

Jimmy Teal, Planning Director


Brad Whited, Airport Director


Craig Hampton, Special Projects Director


Chuck Billand, The Communities Group


Dawn Driggers, Metropolitan Housing Authority


Members of Press

1.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA


Upon a motion and second, the agenda was approved unanimously.
2.
Introduction of Ms. Emily Dickens, Director of Constituent Relations of Fayetteville State University, to discuss her role as it relates to the City of Fayetteville.  (Requested by Council Member Darrell J. Haire).
Council Member Haire presented this item and introduced Ms. Emily Dickens, Director of Constituent Relations of Fayetteville State University.

Ms. Dickens spoke regarding her role at Fayetteville State University as legislative liaison as it relates to the City of Fayetteville.

Council decided by consensus to discuss Item 4 at this time.

4.
Presentation by David Reid, Administrator of the Museum of Cape Fear Historical Complex, regarding Arsenal Park transfer from City to State of North Carolina.


Mr. David Reid, Administrator of the Museum of Cape Fear Historical Complex, presented this item and explained the work on Arsenal Park could not begin until it was state owned.  He requested that this item be put on the next agenda for consideration.


Council suggested putting this item on the next agenda.

3.
Report on five-year priority improvement plan change to the Fayetteville-Cumberland County Parks and Recreation Master Plan as recommended by the Fayetteville-Cumberland Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission at its meeting on May 1, 2006.

Mr. Robert Barefoot, Parks and Recreation Director, presented this item and explained the five-year priority improvement plan.

Discussion ensued regarding the three categories of City district, County district, and City-County joint development.

Mr. Barefoot stated this would be going to the County Facilities Committee on June 13, 2006.

5.
Presentation of Airport Master Plan and roles and responsibilities of Airport Commission.

Mr. Jay Wyatt, Chairman of the Airport Commission, presented this item and gave an overview of the responsibilities of the Commission, which included the makeup of the Commission and their responsibilities including reviewing and approving contracts.

Mr. Brad Whited, Airport Director, then reviewed a power point presentation and reviewed Chapter 3, Article II, of the City Code, which establishes the Commission and describes their authority.  He explained that the Commission reports to the Council on a monthly basis with their meeting minutes.

Mayor Chavonne inquired as to the effect of BRAC on the airport and Mr. Whited responded that he would forward information to the airlines to determine whether the numbers would affect flights, etc.

Council Member Haire inquired as to Federal Express and UPS using the airport in order to generate revenue.  Mr. Whited stated they were looking into this but the market here was truck cargo.

Mr. Whited then presented the Master Plan with a power point presentation.

6.
Presentation on Recommended Budget for Fiscal Year 2006-2007.

Mr. Kyle Sonnenberg, Acting City Manager, presented this item and gave an overview of items in the agenda packet.

Council Member Worthy stated that 13 percent of the Arts Council money would go towards administrative costs and that he believed the initial plan of giving them money was towards phasing it out in the future because they would fund themselves through the occupancy tax.

Discussion ensued regarding the Call Center’s 433-1FAY and funding two additional positions.  Concerns were addressed regarding calls going to voicemail and Mr. Sonnenberg stated that was the reason for staffing two additional positions.

Council inquired as to the number of new positions and Ms. Lisa Smith, Chief Financial Officer, responded that many positions had been frozen pending annexation and were now released.

Discussion ensued regarding Kaleidoscope and whether they would continue to market the City with a similar program.

Mayor Chavonne suggested $60,000.00 or 50 percent of prior year’s funding to go towards promoting the City with no devotion to a specific production company.

7.
Discussion of Hope VI project commitments.

Mr. Kyle Sonnenberg, Acting City Manager, presented this item and gave a brief overview of prior information regarding the commitments for the Hope VI project.  He stated the County had met and had an inclination toward their end of the financing.  He then reviewed the City’s proposed commitments totaling $2.250 million with none in the 06-07 budget.

Discussion ensued regarding the status with Housing Authority of residents currently in the housing.

Mr. Chuck Billand, The Communities Group, stated that there was money set aside for residents to move back in after development.  He also stated that they were having information meetings to address residents’ concerns.

Ms. Dawn Driggers, Metropolitan Housing Authority, responded to discussion regarding a contract between the residents and the Housing Authority to confirm their ability to return to the newly developed area.  She said they would do whatever it took to make it work to explain it to the residents.

Mayor Chavonne questioned regarding the tax financing and Mr. Billand responded that bond counsel and consultants would address those concerns.

8.
Downtown Billboards.

Mr. Kyle Sonnenberg, Acting City Manager, presented this item.

Council directed the City Manager to authorize the change to the ordinance and negotiate billboard removal, etc.

9.
Consider closed session regarding economic development.


Mayor Chavonne moved to go into closed session, seconded and carried unanimously.


The regular session recessed at 6:55 p.m.

Upon a motion and second, the Council unanimously reconvened into regular session.

The regular session reconvened at 7:40 p.m.

MOTION:
Council Member Gonzalez moved to adjourn the meeting.

SECOND:
Council Member Massey

VOTE:
UNANIMOUS (10-0)

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________

______________________________

JENNIFER K. PENFIELD

ANTHONY G. CHAVONNE

Deputy City Clerk

Mayor
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